
THE ALASKA SCHUTZHUND CLUB

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

ARTICLE I

The name of this association is THE ALASKA SCHUTZHUND CLUB and shall be known as such.

ARTICLE II- The objectives of this association shall be to:

1. Preserve the German Shepherd Dog in accordance with the Breed standard as a working dog.

2. Promote humane training methods for the working dog.

3. Support responsible dog ownership and breeding practices.

4. Support the training of dogs for the sport of Schutzhund, by organizing trials, tests, training, and seminars.

5. Support movements that demonstrate the advantages of Schutzhund training.

6. Promote working dogs for the sport of Schutzhund, police work, and search and rescue training, by creating interest and educating the public.

7. Support the use of dogs by police & fire departments, therapy dogs, search and rescue.

8. Provide a supportive environment where members are afforded the opportunity to work together to achieve goals set for themselves and their dogs.

ARTICLE III

1. This club shall be a non-profit organization. All dues, levies, and other income shall be disbursed to promote the objectives of this club, along with associated club activities.

No member may derive any income from this club.  Individuals who incur expenses in the course of official duties, or in the service of the club, may apply to the Treasurer for reimbursement of said expenses. Reimbursement, if any, must be approved by a 3/5 majority of the Board of Directors.   

ARTICLE IV

This club may be dissolved at any time by written consent of three/fourths (3/4)-majority vote of its voting members in good standing. In such case, after payment of all debts and liabilities of the Club, its assets and property shall be given to a charitable organization for the benefit of dogs.   Items donated for club use by members shall be returned to donor if so requested.     

ARTICLE V – Membership

Section A - The club shall consist of three types of members:

1. Active Members: These members shall be entitled to vote, hold office, and benefit in all advantages of this organization. All active members must be a member of the United Schutzhund Clubs of America (USA). Single membership to include any one adult individual.  Family membership, to include 2 family members living in the same household.   A family membership entitles that membership to one vote in club matters.
2. Honorary Members – These members may be elected at large from those who have rendered valuable service to the Club, police dogs and search and rescue dogs. They are not entitled to vote or hold office, and no membership dues will be collected.

3. Affiliate Members – These members are affiliated with The Alaska Schutzhund Club, and are not permitted to vote or hold office.  A new member is considered an affiliate member for the first twelve months of membership.  All affiliate members must be a member of the United Schutzhund Clubs of America (USA).    At the end of the twelve-month period there will be a vote by the Active Members to grant Active Membership status to the affiliate member.  A ¾ majority vote is necessary to upgrade the membership status.  

Section B- Application for Election to Membership

1. Application for membership requires the sponsorship of two active members in good standing. These members are to be supportive to the new member’s success with their application process and beginning training needs.

2. Applications for membership shall be made to Secretary or Treasurer in writing upon forms provided. This applicant agrees to abide by the Constitution and By-laws of The Alaska Schutzhund Club.  During the application period, prospective members are welcome and encouraged to attend training as long as the per session training fees are paid.

Potential new members must go through an evaluation period to ensure compatibility with the club.   At the end of this evaluation period a ¾ majority vote by the Active Members is necessary to move the applying member into an Affiliate Member status.    
3. Honorary members shall be appointed by the approval of ¾ of the club membership.
ARTICLE VI – Suspension

1. Any member whose conduct is found to be detrimental to the objectives of the club as agreed upon by ¾ of the active members can be disciplined by the club which may include the application of sanctions ranging from temporary suspension to expulsion from the club.

2. Any member under suspension shall not be entitled to vote, hold office, or participate in training sessions.

3. Any member who does not renew their membership to USA, and this Club’s Secretary is notified by USA Treasurer of said fact, will have thirty (30) days in which to renew their USA membership and provide the Club Secretary with a photocopy of that membership card with expiration date. Failure to renew USA membership and provide proof of membership will result in suspension.

ARTICLE VII-Dues and Special Levies
Section A- Dues and Fees will be agreed on by a ¾ of the club membership annually.

Every member must pay an annual equipment and insurance fee of $ 100.00 in addition to the monthly membership dues.  The annual equipment and insurance fee is not prorated and is due every January or upon becoming an affiliate member.    

1. Individual Membership Dues- $ 50.00 per month and is limited to two dogs per training session.

2. Family Membership Dues- $ 75.00 per month and is limited to two dogs per membership per training session.

3. Individual session fee for non-members is $ 10.00 per session to be collected by one of the Board of Director if the Treasurer is not present.

Section B- Special Levies

The membership may approve by a 3/4 vote of the total membership the collection of special levies against the membership, to meet the expenses of the club.

Section C-Nonpayment of Dues or Special Levies

1. Any member whose dues or share of levies remain unpaid thirty (30) days month shall be notified in writing by the Treasurer. If said dues or levies remain unpaid for another thirty (30) days, the member shall be automatically suspended.

2. A member cannot participate in any Club activities or events unless their membership dues and levies are paid in full.

ARTICLE VIII- Board of Directors

1. The Club shall have a Board of Directors consisting of five members as mandated by The United Schutzhund Club of America (USA).  Only one member of a family may serve on the Board.  

2.
The Board of Directors shall consist of:

a. President, b) Vice President, c) Secretary, d) Treasurer, e) Training Director   
The Board of Directors shall be elected from the active members
3.    The President shall call regular meetings of Active Members at least quarterly.  

4.
A majority vote of the active members is needed to fill any vacancy that may occur between elections.

5.
The Secretary shall keep minutes of the general membership meetings, which shall be available to any member at any time.

6.
The Club bank account shall be opened in the name of the Club and have three authorized signatures, one of the signatures is that of the President, one of the Treasurer, and third of one of the other board members. Two signatures are required on any check. The Board shall have control over all disbursements of the treasury, and shall appoint an auditing committee to consist of three persons. One Board member, one member appointed by the Board, and one member selected by the general membership, who shall audit accounts and records every November, and prior to all elections. The audit results will be written and available to any member.

7.
The Board shall have the power to appoint committees and assistance officers from among the membership.

ARTICLE IX-Officers and their Responsibilities

1. President- The President shall preside at all meetings and act as the chief executive of the Club. She/he shall be a member of all committees. She/he is eligible to vote on all matters.

2. Vice President- The Vice President shall in the absence of the President perform all the duties of the President. She/he shall officially greet visitors and control their location and movements at club events; she/he shall answer questions, offer explanations and inform the public of these events. She/he shall also serve as the inventory control officer and she/he shall keep a log of equipment, non-monetary donations, and any other material assets owned by the Club. This log shall state the current location of these items, and shall be available at all times and open to examination by any member in good standing.

3. Secretary- The Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings of the Club, the Board and of all matters of which the Club shall order a record. She/he shall keep and maintain a roster of members and their addresses call roll or circulate sign-in sheets, which becomes part of the permanent record, at meetings and determine if a proper quorum of regular members is present to conduct business. The Secretary shall have charge of all correspondence, keep a record of trial results, keep members informed of Club news, and special and regular meetings. Notify new members of their election to membership, notify officers and directors of their election to office, and carry out other duties as are prescribed in these by-laws or directed by the President.

4. Treasurer – The Treasurer shall receive, collect, and disburse all funds of the Club. Disbursements shall be made only by signed checks, which shall be kept, as part of a permanent record system, which shall include an account book of receipts and disbursements. These shall be available at all times and open to examination and inspection by the Board of Directors. She/he shall keep records of dues, fees, and levies paid by members and notify those in arrears. She/he shall render a format statement regarding the Club funds annually and informally at all regular meetings. No later than March general membership meeting, the Treasurer will present a written budget for the year, which shall include the current bank balance, projected income, projected expenses, net income or loss, and final bank balance.

The Treasure will be responsible for collecting fees and ensuring that a liability disclaimer is signed for anyone attending Alaska Schutzhund Club training, seminars, or trials.  In the event that the Treasure is not available then the Secretary will be responsible. If both the Secretary and Treasure are not available then the job falls on the Vice President.
5. Training Director- he/she shall fulfill all requirements to maintain a satisfactory and successful training session. The Training Director is responsible for keeping the flow of training going and for scheduling time on the field based on order of arrival of the members and non-members alike. He/she shall be in charge of all Club activities at the training ground during normal training hours. He/she shall be a member of the Club. Any trainer or helper shall not be reimbursed for Club activities.
ARTICLE X-Election of Board of Directors

The Board of Directors shall be elected by the active members in good standing for a term of one year, by secret ballot, at the general membership meeting of the Club to be held in December of each year.  All new Board Members shall assume office as of January 1.

1. Each active member in good standing may vote for only one nominee for each office. Proxy voting is not permitted at any election. Absentee election ballots may be obtained from the Secretary up to two weeks prior to Election Day. Absentee ballots may be obtained from the Secretary prior to the election. If not obtained and returned as stated above, absentee ballots are void.

2. Members eligible to hold office are those that have been active members in good standing for at least one year immediately prior to the election.

3. Any active member whose membership fees or levies remain unpaid on Election Day shall be disqualified from holding office or voting.

ARTICLE XI-Meetings

1. General membership meetings to conduct business shall be held at such hour and place as may be designated by the Board of Directors. Notification of meetings must be made by mail, via e-mail, or by phone at least 5 business days prior to the meeting. Reasonable attempts should be made to schedule the meetings at a time and place when a majority of the members can attend.

2. Robert’s "Rules of Order" governs this organization in all parliamentary situations that are not provided for in this Constitution and By-Laws, or adopted rules.

ARTICLE XII-Constitutional Amendments

1. The constitution and by-laws may be amended, altered, or repealed by a ¾ vote of the active membership in good standing.

2. Any proposed changes to the constitution and by-laws shall be formally read at the meeting preceding the meeting at which the actual voting takes place, and shall appear in the minutes of that meeting.

3. Changes to the constitution and by-laws will be presented to the membership in a concise format so that the membership can clearly see what is being deleted and what is being added. Standard practice is for the proposed deleted sections are underlined, and the proposed added sections be bold printed.

ARTICLE XIV-Training, Trials and Seminars

1. It is the policy of this club that one (1) dog per person will be given priority over extra dogs. Extra dogs and non-member dogs may be trained last in the session.   There is a limit of two dogs per training session.  

2. If training time is limited in the week prior to a trial, the prospective trialing dogs will take priority over other dogs. In protection a sign up board will be made available for trainers to sign up in the sequence they arrived, and will be made available for the Helpers to view.

3. Prospective members and guests of members may attend any training session. They may not enter training activities of the club except by consent of the presiding officer or Training Director. Before participating in any of the three phases of schutzhund, non-members shall be required to register with the Secretary or Treasurer and pay the non-member training fee ($10.00 per training session). Non-members must also pay their share of the training facility rent in the winter months.

4. Members are encouraged to keep a training log and bring it to training.

ARTICLE XV-Empowered Representative

1. A club member in good standing will be appointed by the Board of Directors to serve as a representative of The Alaska Schutzhund Club at the annual meeting and or PNW regional meeting of USA. This may or may not be the President.

ARTICLE XVI

The Club must pay to the treasurer of the United Schutzhund Clubs of America, an annual fee as prescribed by that organization. The fee to be paid upon the date of affiliation with the United Schutzhund Clubs of America, and every year thereafter to be paid in the month of February.

ARTICLE XVII

The Alaska Schutzhund Club logo is the property of The Alaska Schutzhund Club, Inc. and shall only be used for organized Club activities or in official club business. And can be used on clothing approved by the Board of Directors of The Alaska Schutzhund Club, to be made available for purchase to all members in good standing.
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